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BUDGET-PRICE ITALIAN
COMMENDABLE
    things about La
Scatolina, a new Green-
wich Village Italian restau-
rant, are the neighborhood,

which is colorful, the ser-
vice, which is generally
good, and the modest price
of the food, which is a trifle
uneven, but palatable.  The
place is classic rustic, bare
wood tables, beamed ceiling
and dark lighting.
     The menu shows more
imagination than that of

many of its counterparts.  It
lists some excellent al dente
pasta like  herb sauced
rigatoni enriched with
craggy ground sausage, an
ultra-huge lamb chop seduc-
tively seasoned, flavorsome
filet of Tuscan Orata, a
white fish balanced by deli-
cately sauced calamari and
veal shank with fluffy
mashed potatoes.
    Avoid nefariously dread-
ful homemade focaccia. In-
stead munch on tastefully
fresh giant rolls.  Slightly
overcooked spaghetti is
saved by an exceptionally

well-spiced Bolognese sauce.
Scrawny asparagus are like
chewing ropes and just as
savory.  Made on the pre-
mises desserts are excellent.
★★★★★★★★★★  La Scatolina, 418 Sixth Av.,
NY.  (212) 475-0555.  Same L-D
menu daily. Entrees $10-$22.
Sun. Brunch. Acc. res., maj. cc.
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IF ANYONE WISHES TO
capture the atmosphere

and authentic feeling of a
well-received Italian-Medi-
terranean restaurant, they
need go no further than
East River Cafe.  It has all
the romanticism, from
shockingly dim lighting to
active bar turning out pow-
erful libations to white
clothed tables to aproned
waiters to peachy mirrors
and pictures.
    The restaurant incorpo-
rates such faults as com-
monplace bread and melted
butter, filet mignon served
luke-warm, a lamb chop
not even close to the menu
description, and some limp,
over-broiled vegetables.  But
the food, otherwise, is good
at affordable prices.

     Dishes deserving your
attention include  seafood
soup floating shrimp, scal-
lops,  clams and mussels,
creamy fresh mozzarella to-
mato salad, stellar pastas,
and potato crusted salmon
steak with Dijon mustard.
★★★★★★★★★★  East River Cafe, 1111 First
Ave. (61 St.), NY.  (212) 980-3144.
L-D daily.  Din. entrees $12-$24.
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Scoops: Now that the social
season is upon us, Baldwin
Formals (W. 56 St.) has its
hands full filling star-stud-
ded requests for their black
tie originals....Dr. Mark
Lazare (E. 74 St.), dentist to
NYC’s VIP’s, gives the kind
of service we mortals can
only dream about.

FOR THE RECORD
Restaurant reviews in this column are
in no way paid advertising.  Restaurants
are selected at Landwehr’s sole discre-
tion and praised or panned accordingly.
Feedback is welcome. Write Landwehr
at 823 11th Ave., NY 10019 or call (212)
956-1882 or check-out his web site @www
Sheldon Landwehr.com; Email
Sheldon@. Sheldonlandwehr.com.
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0- Farkackt (Beneath contempt)
1- Unremarkable but acceptable
2- Good
3- Very good
4- Outstanding

WHAT THE ★★★  MEAN

          ITALIAN CUISINE

SPECIALTIES:
•GRILLED SALMON WITH CUCUMBER DILL

•FUSILLI DI NAPOLI • 16 OZ SHELL STEAK
After Dining Take a Stroll in the Park

- CATERING ON & OFF PREMISE -

19-19 Ditmars Blvd. • Astoria • 718-204-1444

PhilliesPhilliesPhilliesPhilliesPhilliesBRUNCH
Sat & Sun
11am-4pm

RISTO RA NTE & LO UN GE

A Little Bit of the Village in Astoria

   OutdoorPatio Dining

“...Feels like being on a little Italian island,
with the same love of fresh ingredients and a

no-pretensions approach to putting the
best possible dish on the bare wooden table.”

28 CORNELIA STREET
OFF BLEECKER

212-691-2223

For that special dinner engagement

Fine Jewelry • Watches Fine Jewelry • Watches Fine Jewelry • Watches Fine Jewelry • Watches Fine Jewelry • Watches   (Rolex, Movado, Ebel & more)

We’ll beat any price in town...guaranteed.
Ready made & custom made jewelry for you

G.I.A. Certified Diamonds

Custom Creations
78 W. 47th Street

212-221-1371   646-366-0081
Enter our Grand Opening Sweepstakes & win a dazzling
piece from our Private Diamond Collection ($800 value)

As seen in
New York Magazine

311 W. 48th St. (off 8 Ave.)
212.307.5040

Asahi
 Japanese Cuisine
Specializing in Sushi and Sashimi
Cozy & Comfortable

- CLOSE TO THEATRES -

• Delivery
• Corporate Accounts
• Catering or Party Orders

763 Main Street • Poughkeepsie •845-452-5924
Authentic Spanish Cuisine

A FEW OF OUR SPECIALTIES
• 1 1/4 LB. LOBSTER  • PAELLA

•MARISCADA with ajillo sauce shrimp or chicken

PRIVATE PARTY ROOM AVAILABLE
UP TO 60 PEOPLE

★★★ -POUGHKEEPSIE JOURNAL

CASTILLO ESPANOL
R E S T A U R A N T

So, it’s sushi then?
TRY

S U S H I  D E N

“Impeccably Fresh Sushi”
EAST: 19 E 49TH STREET • 212-758-2700

NEW YORK
WEST: 123 W 49TH STREET • 212-395-2800

La MediterraneeLa MediterraneeLa MediterraneeLa MediterraneeLa Mediterranee
Delightful “French Bistro” featuring

SUPERB BOUILLABAISSE”
Enjoy Our “Traders Lunch”

or
Our Executive Lunch & Early Dinner

• Intimate • Relaxed • Enchanting decor

                     • Piano Music

• WEEKEND BRUNCH

947 Second Avenue at 50th Street
755-4155

333 Hudson St. (cor. Charlton St.)
212-645-8004

www.oroblu-ny.com

GRAND OPENINGGRAND OPENINGGRAND OPENINGGRAND OPENINGGRAND OPENING
OCT. 25TH AT 6PM
Have A Marvelous EveningHave A Marvelous EveningHave A Marvelous EveningHave A Marvelous EveningHave A Marvelous Evening

With UsWith UsWith UsWith UsWith Us
Ladies One Drink FreeLadies One Drink FreeLadies One Drink FreeLadies One Drink FreeLadies One Drink Free

LATIN NIGHT
LIVE DJ

UNDISPUTED
no cover charge

SPECIALTIES
• Lobster Sashimi

• Many Different Varieties of Seafood
• Sashimi & Sushi

Private Tatami room from 8-40 people

Private Parking Lot & Valet
144-09 Northern Blvd. • Flushing

718-888-8881

2 FIFTEEN
CUCINA NAPOLETAN

Napoletan Style Italian Cuisine
Friendly Family Italian Restaurant

Elegantly Cozy

215 Columbia Street (bet. Union & Sackett)
718-858-2960


